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which were actually making for peace in the world
around him. Kant did no doubt recognize the truth
that many ages would elapse before states were fitted
to receive and act upon any such plan as that which he
proposed. He held that the world as it progressed
would gradually work up to it, and at last adopt it; but
he deliberately went out of his way to add to the diffi-
culties naturally inherent in the task of winning accept-
ance for it. The leading feature of his scheme was the
establishment of a great confederation of independent
states. But this proposal was accompanied and over-
weighted by others, which assuredly are not essential to
its realization, and which could only have been joined
with it in order to gratify a philosophic craving after
absolute perfection. The plan of the sage of Konigs-
berg provided that every state should have a republican
constitution, and that no state should absorb another by
heritage, exchange, purchase, or gift, as well as that no
loan should be raised to carry on war, and that standing
armies should be abolished1. If the two latter pro-
visions may be deemed essential to the successful work-
ing of the main article of the scheme, surely as much
cannot be said of the former two. In every-day life we
do not, if we want to accomplish a difficult task, deliber-
ately add to it others still more difficult of performance.
We seek instead to remove all adventitious obstacles, so
that we can concentrate our efforts on the main under-
taking. And the same principle holds good in the
affairs of the great society of states. It is wise in every
case to advance along the line of least resistance.
Possibly the distant future may see such a federation as

1 Kant, Mctaphysische Anfangsgriinde dcr Rechtslehre.